Columbia, S.C. and NARFE Chapter #87 History
By Paul D. Donahue, SCFED Historian

Strategically located at the confluence of the Broad and Saluda Rivers, forming the Congaree River, in the center of the state is its’ capital, Columbia, South Carolina (SC). It was this centralized location that was considered most desirable by the General Assembly in 1786 to form Columbia that further dictated the overall development of the state. There was much debate in naming the town after George Washington or Christopher Columbus and by a vote of 11 to 7, the name, Columbia was adopted.  Thus, it became the second planned city in America. By 1790 the state capital was moved from Charleston to Columbia. In 1860 South Carolina seceded from the Union. During the Civil War, in 1865, half of the city was burned to the ground by Major General Sherman’s Union Forces. South Carolina was readmitted to the Union in 1868. There were no paved streets in Columbia until 1908. Fort Jackson was established in 1917, as a military training facility, which was later incorporated into the city. Columbia prides itself in being a great educational and cultural hub of the state. Additionally, Columbia, SC houses many branches of the federal government agencies.
In a response to a general inquiry by McLemore Roberts, SC NARFE Federation Historian, dated November 1975, it was reported by Chapter 87 President, David D. Jennings, that the Chapter was organized under the National Association of Retired Civil Employees (NARCE) and chartered on February 11, 1952. Its first Chapter President was Joseph O’Heare Sanders. Other Charter Members were: William S. Humphries, Thomas B. Madden, Clinton A. Miller, Eunita M. Ruff, and A.C. Sawyer. It was also noted that the Chapter was admitted to the State Federation on May 26, 1964. Unfortunately, over its almost 59 years of existence, many of the chapter’s records have become misplaced. Sadly only those chapter records beginning in 1971 are readily available for review. This does present some difficulty in an attempt to recall chapter officers and other memorable events that may have occurred during the prior 20 year period.
Although many fine chapter members have served in varying official capacities during the early years of the organization, the following additional chapter members, of record, have served as Chapter Presidents: Hugh N. Layne, 1971; O.N. Wainner, 1972-1973; Grier S. Kester, Jr., 1974; David D. Jennings, 1975-1976, 1989-1990; Estelle Creighton, 1977; Dr. Thomas S. Watt, 1978-1979; Claude R. Vaughn, 1980; Jean Jones, 1981-1982; Loye E. Nations, 1983; no records exist for 1984-1986; Mary Murray, 1987, 1991-1992; Hal Fisher, 1988; Mary Lois Lind, 1993-1994; Paul L. Ross, 1995-1996; Lydia Howard, 1997-1998; Carl Caughman, 1999-2000; Hugh J. Wessinger, 2001-2002, 2010; Paul D. Donahue, 2002-2004; Thomas Castelluccio, 2005-2006-2007 and Kathryn Hensley, 2008-2009.
The chapter meets every month, on the second Friday at Seawell’s at 1125 Rosewood Drive, Columbia, SC, directly across from the main entrance to the South Carolina Fair Grounds since 1976.  Doors open at 11:00 a.m.  A complete buffet lunch costs $13.00 (compared to 1976 prices at $3.00) per person, payable at the door. Reservations are not necessary. All active federal employees and retirees, their spouses and friends are welcome to attend.  The meeting begins at 11:30 a.m. Many notable and distinguished speakers have presented messages of lasting importance to the chapter over the years. Many NARFE #87 members have gone on to become South Carolina Federation Presidents, including: Henry Glen, 1966; John Jennings, 1973; O.N. Wainner, 1981; Luther Kelley, 1987 and Mary Q. Hoefer, 1997.
Columbia’s Chapter #87 hosted the Federation’s Annual Convention in 1966, 1973, 1984, 1997 and 2007. Official records indicate that the chapter’s membership had peaked to 786 members in 1985.

